Math 76, Pre-Algebra, and Algebra
Supplies
All students are required to have the following supplies with them daily:  textbook; assignment book; lead pencil; eraser; red lead pencil or red pen; composition notebook (for taking notes in class); accordion file with current homework and corrected homework; and loose leaf notebook paper (for homework).  Type of lead pencil, wood or mechanical, does not matter.

Homework
Homework is assigned every day.  Let me repeat that:  Homework is assigned every day.  Sometimes a homework assignment may be correcting old homework assignments.  This generally occurs in preparation for a test when we have spent time in class doing review.  But there is always something that can be done for math.  Homework is to be done on loose leaf paper, not composition notebook paper!  Test dates are posted on the Assignment board as soon as they are scheduled.  Assignments and test dates for the week are listed on my homework page.
POTW
In an effort to get students to write about math, and to get them to think about how they think and solve problems, students are assigned a POTW (Problem of the Week) every Friday.  The POTW is due the following Friday (or end of the school week).  Students are given written guidelines for completing the POTW.  This is the only assignment that is not accepted once it is late.  Because students have a whole week to work on this part of their homework, the only excuse accepted is if the student is not in school on the day it is due.  However, if there is a planned absence, the POTW is due before the absence.  Students should not wait until the night before it is due to start working on the problem.  This assignment may be turned in early.

Grading
Homework is worth two points for each assignment.  The first point is awarded for completing the assignment and turning it in.  However, if that is all the student does, he or she will only earn 50% on homework assignments.  The second point is earned in either of two ways:  (1)  The point may be earned by getting 85% of the homework assignment correct the first time it is graded; or (2) The point may be earned by correcting the homework assignment, getting at least half of the missed problems correct.  Students may continue to correct an assignment until they earn the second point.  Under this system, there is no excuse for not getting 100% on homework assignments!
Grades
With the implementation of Fast Direct, parents are able and encouraged to frequently check their child’s progress.  Because of the number of students and POTWs due on Fridays (or the end of the school week), grades are usually updated by Saturday of each week.  Check Fast Direct for any messages concerning updates.
Homework Help
I am usually here after school every night except on Friday afternoons.  I usually try to get away from school earlier on Friday than on other nights.  However, even on Fridays, I am usually here until at least 3:30.  If I cannot be available to the students after school, I let them know.  It is always a good idea for the student to communicate with me when they are coming in for help so I can be sure to be here for them.  There is no excuse for not coming and getting help or asking questions.  I am also available through my e-mail address:  dtown196@aol.com, or Fast Direct.  That means I am available to parents as well.
Tests
Most tests in the Saxon series are 20 questions.  However, some questions may have an “a” and “b.”  Each test question is worth one point, no matter how many questions there are.  If your child is not a good test-taker, they can still have a good math grade if they consistently do the POTW and do it well.  Two POTW’s generally equals one test grade.  The POTW was designed to compensate for those students who struggle with math but are good writers.  It was also designed to get students writing about math.

Incentives
Students are given a slip of paper when they have earned two points on their homework, no matter how long it takes them to earn the two points.  Students write their name on the slip of paper and drop it into a container in the classroom.  On the last day of the school week, a drawing is held for a full size candy bar.  The container is emptied, and the drawing begins again for the next week.  Students who get 100% on their tests are immediately rewarded with a snack size candy bar.  Pens, pencils, or highlighters are available as a health alternative.
MATH IS A SKILL THAT HAS TO BE PRACTICED JUST LIKE ANY OTHER SKILL.  I DO BELIEVE IN REWARDING HARD WORK AND TRY TO BE AVAILABLE TO HELP ALL STUDENTS.
There are two copies of this sheet.  Please sign one sheet and keep the other one in a handy place to review.  Thank you.
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