Mr. Sebastian Calvino
Middle School Social Sciences
A Brief Overview of Curriculum, Classroom Expectations,

 and Homework Policy 
The middle school Social Sciences Curriculum is mandated by the Archdiocese of Denver, Office of Catholic Schools.  It focuses on five of the Social Sciences – Geography, Political Science, Economics, History, and Culture with the following format:
6th Grade – 1st Semester Ancient History, 2nd Semester Foundations of Geography
Projects: Presentation on Ancient religions (Dec. 13th and 14th) & 3-4 pg. Research Paper
7th Grade – 1st Semester World History, 2nd Semester World Geography
Projects: 4-6 pg. research paper (Due Dec. 7th) & World Culture Presentation
8th Grade – American History from the Civil War to Present
Projects: 6-8 page research paper (Due Dec. 7th) & Holocaust Presentation

Additional short papers, persuasive essays, and group projects are included in the curriculum.
Students are expected to act with respect toward staff and students. Foul language, demeaning comments, and negative attitudes are forbidden. The classroom is a place of learning. Consequently, students entering the classroom should not engage in conversation but rather immediately begin the assignment posted on the board. Students are expected to come to class daily on time and with the following supplies:

Social Studies textbook, Social Studies Spiral notebook, Folder, Blue or Black Pen, Assignment notebook

Middle school students are aware that they may not go to their locker during class, nor may they call home for missed assignments, forgotten books, etc. Each student is expected to pay attention during class and participate in all discussions. 
Grades: Tests=30% Projects and Papers=30% and Class Participation= 20% Homework=20%

Homework will be given 3 to 4 times a week.  There will be no homework on Fridays with the exception being long term projects. A copy of my late work policy follows this overview.  At the discretion of the teacher, this policy will be adjusted for students with individual needs on a case by case basis.  This policy does not apply to absent work. I encourage students to keep up their grades on FastDirect, maintain an up-to-date and accurate assignment notebook and use their time wisely.  Late work is strongly discouraged and should be avoided.
It is the student’s responsibility to make sure that they seek out help when they need in. I am happy to be of assistance and can be contacted by email, phone, or in my classroom.

I love teaching Social Studies! I am looking forward to sharing my knowledge and enthusiasm this year.   

Mr. Sebastian Calvino
s.calvino@nool.us
303-466-4177

Classroom Hours: M-F 7:35-3:45

Mr. Sebastian Calvino
Middle School Social Sciences
Graduated Late Work Policy
August, 2018
Every middle school teacher has developed a late work policy best suited to their subject matter and educational philosophy.  A graduated late work policy will be used in my classroom.  It is explained below.  A copy is posted in my classroom as a reminder of what is required in Social Studies.

This policy is based on the following educational beliefs.

Homework is an integral part of the learning process that goes on in the classroom.

Homework is meaningful work that reinforces, strengthens and enriches what is taught in the curriculum.


An appropriate amount of homework, projects and tests are given during the school year.


A reasonable time frame is established for the completion of each assignment.

It is important that the student s develop the good study habit of turning work in on time.


Being on time and meeting deadlines are skills necessary in high school and life.

It is important that students be accountable for all the choices they make, including those about turning work in on time.

Work that is turned in on time is eligible to receive full credit.  Work that is not turned in on time is considered late work, subject to the following policy. A period of four (4) school days after the due date is the limit before a late assignment becomes a permanent zero. Late work is strongly discouraged and should be avoided.
All work must be completed by the beginning of the period on the day it is due.  Late work will be dropped one letter grade for every day that it is late (95% would become 85% if it is one day late and 75% if it is two days late). After the 4th day, missing assignment will become permanent zero.


At the discretion of the teacher, this policy will be adjusted for student with special needs on a case by case basis.

This policy does not apply to absent work.  Students have two days for every day that they are absent to turn in absent work for full credit. 
