Guide to Mrs. Kreger’s Classroom!
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In this packet of information I have included all the essential information that is helpful to know about our school year together. The theme this school year is “Let’s Make a Joyful Noise” based on Psalm 98:4 ( Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises!). 	1aw3211`32q	
Assignment Notebooks/Homework Assignments
	Students in 3rd and 4th grade are instructed to fill in their notebooks daily and I suggest that parents look at them and initial them daily until this is an established routine.  I have found this to be the best way to avoid missing or forgotten homework.  We write down assignments as a class at the end of the day.  If you notice that this is not being done, please contact me as I do not make students show me their books at the end of the day.  
	Missing homework affects learning. When assignments are given, a due date is also given.   Most assignments are due the following day. Some assignments will have extended time and this will be noted in the assignment notebook.
 Homework that is not finished may be made up during recess or after school. In the event that I come across a missing assignment while entering grades you will see it entered as M for Missing or a Zero until it is received. I typically do not penalize grades for late work at this grade level. 
Book Orders:
	You will have the option to order books regularly from Scholastic.  They offer a wide variety of book choices, but please understand that they are not strictly Christian books.  This is an opportunity for you to talk about choices with your son/daughter.  The books that are available in the flyer are generally okay, however there are many available online that oppose a Christian worldview.  I share this because it is important for you to be aware of these offerings.
	If you ever want to purchase books as a gift, please let me know and I will keep your purchase a secret! 
Your book orders allow me to choose free books for our classroom library…so THANK YOU in advance! 
Discipline:  
	My philosophy on discipline is that students are responsible for their own behavior and when they choose to misbehave they are making a choice.  That choice will result in logical consequences.  
	Consequences will not always be the same for each student, although they will always be fitting for the student involved.  What might work with one student may not be as effective with another and vice versa.  All students are required to adhere to the same set of classroom rules and expectations which are: 
1.  Honor God in all you do
2. Follow all school rules
3. Work together as brothers and sisters in Christ.
I frequently remind them that if what they are doing interferes with someone else’s learning, hurts someone’s heart or prevents them from being their best…they should not be doing it. 
Memory Work:
	Memory work is said on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. I will provide your student with 2 memory work folders - one for school and one for home.  Please note that the verses are from the ESV Bible (should you ever need to look them up on Biblegateway.com). Students should KNOW memory work before coming to school (of course, when certain circumstances arise, please communicate any special needs). Most of the time memory work is spoken, however,on occasion it is also written.   
Snacks
We have daily snack time.  Please send in nutritional snacks only (candy, cakes, cookies,candy bars are not good choices).  Snack milk is available for purchase.  Water bottles are also allowed in the classroom (as long as they do not pose a problem – leaks, becoming toys, etc).   

Corrected Homework
	I grade homework throughout the week and send it home once a week(ish) in the Friday Folder. Friday Folders should be emptied and returned on the following school day (but definitely by the following Friday!). Grades are generally kept up to date or within a week of the assignment. There ARE times when I make mistakes entering grades! Please, just sent me a message and I will fix it! 
Gym Shoes
	Gym shoes are not required. However, it can be very helpful to have a pair at school – especially for students who may not be wearing athletic shoes to school. It is very difficult to play games in cowboy boots! 
Winter Clothing
	Snow pants and snow boots are necessary when there is snow on the ground.  Hats, gloves and winter coats are recommended during winter.  Students who do not have them DO go outside – and are cold and unhappy : (    I recommend keeping a spare pair of gloves in the backpack – just in case.  I usually send these home to be washed when needed. 
School Supplies
	If your son/daughter runs low on supplies this year, I will send home a note in the Friday Folder. It is always best to stock up on pencils NOW. 
Singing and Church Attendance
	There will be various dates throughout the school year in which the 3-8th grades will sing in church. Attendance is expected when we are singing.  If you have a prior engagement, please let me know in advance if at all possible.    
	Church attendance is recorded weekly.  It is also included on the progress report and the report card.  If you notice a mistake, please just email me and I will make the correction.  Regular church attendance is encouraged.  It is important to feed our souls through regular worship – In God’s house as His people being strengthened by His Word.  
Rocket Math
	We will be using a program called Rocket Math.  Students will spend 10 minutes every day on subtraction, multiplication, and division facts.  This is a daily enrichment that is not used for grading purposes, however, it is useful to increase accuracy and confidence which will positively affect grades in math.  I have utilized this program in my classroom for many years and have seen huge improvements in student growth.  
Communication
	   My classroom newsletter consists of a mass email to all in Fast Direct. I will also update the Bulletin Board in Fast Direct. If you have questions about anything, please reach out to me.  
 If you need to get a hold of me during the school day, email is the best and fastest way of reaching me. My email is nkreger@ststephen-lcms.org  


Psalm 98:4
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
